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Queensland 
Centre of 
Excellence in 
Intellectual 
Disability Health 
opens at Mater 
Research

An immune factor 
released by white blood 
cells during infection 
or inflammation is 
discovered to suppress 
the body’s immune 
response instead of 
enhancing it

National Centre of 
Excellence in Intellectual 
Disability Health opens 
at Mater Research

Queensland Family 
Cohort awarded 
$4.69 million to 
place health workers 
in Indigenous 
communities across 
Queensland and 
study the long-
term wellbeing of 
Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander families

Governor General  
Sir William Dean AC  
opens Mater 
Research

Professor Derek Hart 
is inaugural CEO 
supported by  
10 staff

1998
1999 2000

2002

2006

Mater Medical 
Research Institute 
founded by the 
Sisters of Mercy

The gene responsible 
for producing a mucus 
that protects the colon 
against cancer is 
discovered

Accredited as an 
independent medical 
research institute by 
the National Health 
and Medical Research 
Council (NHMRC) and 
join the Association 
of Australian Medical 
Research Institutes

Human trials of a 
therapeutic vaccine 
against prostate 
cancer commence  
– a world-first is 
achieved

Mater Researchers 
identify a key 
enzyme that is linked 
to the development 
of prostate cancer 
– a world-first is 
achieved

 

 
 

2009

2007
2012

A world-first blood  
test that identifies if  
bone-marrow 
recipients could 
experience  
life-threatening 
complications is 
developed 

Dendritic cell research 
shows a blood test 
can predict if young 
children are likely 
to develop Type 1 
diabetes later in life

2016

2020

2013

Long-standing 
partnership with 
The University 
of Queensland 
formalised

Retrotransposons 
discovered as key 
mediators of neural 
diversity, opening 
a new avenue in 
the understanding 
of psychiatric and 
neurodegenerative 
conditions

Centre of Research 
Excellence in Stillbirth is 
established

RIDSTRESS trial shows 
sildenafil reduces intrapartum 
fetal compromise

2017

A link between 
Parkinson’s  
disease and a  
gene impacted  
by a neurotoxin 
found in blue-green 
algae is uncovered

The Translational 
Research 
Institute opens 
with Mater 
Research a 
founding partner

Professor 
John Prins 
commences 
as CEO and 
forges closer 
ties with UQ

Mater Medical 
Research Institute 
becomes Mater 
Research Ltd

Professor Maher 
Gandhi appointed 
as Executive 
Director

2021

2022

2022

2023

Macrophages are found  
to be fragmented during  
the extraction process to 
generate single cell suspensions 
from bone marrow and other 
haematopoietic tissues

Five strains of gut bacteria 
that suppress gut inflammation 
and disease symptoms are 
identified paving the way for IBD 
understanding and treatments

Biological agent, sRAGE, is 
developed and proves to be 
safer and less intrusive than 
current treatments for Type 1 
diabetes prevention

SARS-CoV-2 infection found 
to trigger the production 
of oxidised cholesterols 
causing immune cells to 
migrate to the lung via a 
cholesterol-sensing receptor 
named GPR183

Cannabidiol oil is found not 
to improve pain, depression, 
anxiety or quality of life for 
palliative care patients with 
advanced cancer

Funding renewed for 
the Centre of Research 
Excellence in Stillbirth
Research Advisory 
Board is established to 
provide independent 
strategic advice on 
clinical research or 
scientific related 
matters
A world-first 
lymphoma therapy 
trial cures a patient’s 
brain lymphoma

Celebrating 25 years of improving health outcomes  
through research discovery, translation and integration

mater research.org.au

Outstanding Achievements in 2023Our History 
Mater Research is a recognised 
leader in innovative and impactful 
medical research delivering on Mater’s 
mission to meet the unmet needs of 
Queenslanders, through a bench-to-
bedside philosophy. 

Founded by the Sisters of Mercy and 
championed by John Burke and the 
Mater Board, the opening of Mater 
Research in 1999 recognised the Sisters’ 
century-long commitment to scientific 

inquiry and formalised the integral 
role research plays in the delivery of 
excellence in care at Mater. 

From an initial focus on the immune 
response to cancer, Mater Research 
has expanded to five core research 
areas of Cancer, Mother and Baby, 
Chronic and Integrated Care, 
Neuroscience and Healthcare 
Delivery and Innovation, integrating 
closely with hospital clinical services 

to drive the very best healthcare 
outcomes. 

Mater Research is closely linked with 
The University of Queensland and is 
a founding partner of the world-class 
Translational Research Institute (TRI). 
This enables teams to collaborate 
with other world-leading researchers 
and partners in state-of-the-art 
facilities to turn scientific discovery 
into the best possible treatment. 

2019

$13.7m
grant funding  
awarded

138
clinical trials 
and cohort 
studies

425
publications 
in 259 top tier 
journals

2024


